Rig Vedic and Harappan Civilization: Art and Craft and their
continuity through the ages

For Seminar on Determining Cultural Continuity since Vedic and Epic Eras, 23-24 February
2014. Thanks to the Institute of Scientific Research on Vedas (I-SERVE Delhi Chapter) and
Dr. Saroj Bala for the invitation and providing such a rare opportunity.
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FIRST LIGHT ON A LONG-FORGOTTEN CIVILISATION :
NEW OF AN NOWN PAST IN INDIA. 2
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Period I- Regional Hakra Culture Tradition (Early Harappan) : AMS dates:

PLD-9491 Farmana site, Trench- 03 2500BC- 2290 BC
No. 07-009 Layer- 7 SD: 1.75m, ED: 1.77m

PLD- 9492 Farmana site, Trench- 03 2470BC- 2270 BC
No. 07-010 Layer- 8 SD: 1.94m, ED: 2.00m

PLD- 9493 Farmana site, Trench- 03 2500BC- 2300BC
No. 07-011 Layer- 9 SD: 2.19m, ED: 2.29m

PLD- 9494 Girawad site, Trench- 44 2780BC- 2560BC
No. 07-012 Pit- 35 SD: 61cm, ED: 76cm

PLD- 9495 Girawad site 4240BC- 4030BC
No. 07-013 Pit- 23

PLD- 9496 Mitathal site, Trench- Al 6270BC- 6070BC
No. 07-014 Depth- 166 cm

Period Il: Mature Harappan- sub-phases lIA, 11B and [IC (Based on Comparative
Pottery Analysis). No AMS dates are available yet.
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PALAEOCHANNEL
MAP OF "LOST
SARASWATI RIVER"
IN NW INDIA
Palaeochannels
(Saraswati River)

Indus River System
Ganges River System
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CITIES OF THE
INDUS CIVILIZATION
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CourtesyR.S. Bisht
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Mohenjodaro, Great Bath area

Mohenjodaro, A part of the city
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Firstin the world to build Dockyard for the manufacture and repair of ships
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Eastern Reservoir

(CourtesyR.S. Bisht)
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Believed in life-after death that is reflected in their burial customs and goods.
Scientific studies on the bones will lead to the understanding of the
composition of Harappan population, their diet, health, interactions, etc.
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Burial

Kalibangan
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P LXXXIX. Burial

Funerary Systems of the Dholaviran Harappans
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Pioneersin the introduction of many
Technologies, including metallurgy, ceramic, etc.

Bead manufacturing

Courtesy R.S. Bisht
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Gola Dhoro (Bagasra) shell
bangle manufacturing areas,
finished and unfinished bangles
and other shell artifacts

Farmana:
Period 1IB

Girawad,
Early
Harappan

18



4/16/2014

E‘- —

Harappa

Dholavira
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Terracotta antiquities

Banawali
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Standardized seals with
Harappanscript
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Terracotta figurines reveal
distinctive personal
ornamentation and clothing, and
headdress styles
Mehrgarh, Baluchistan
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Copper antiquities
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High concentrations
of seals and weights
in market area and
near gateway -
evidence for control
and taxation

Gateway at Harappa
Mound E and ET -

"} indirect control

through market areas
\ inside the gateways
and city walls
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DHOLAVIRA: SANITARY TANK
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